Wild India- A Spiritual Safari

"This fusion piece 1s inspired by this photograph of
the Gond Temple,
situated in Satpura National Park, India.

The title of the chosen Fable on Climate Action is: The Rainmaker
Through a deep, spiritual connection with nature, humanity should
strive towards a future where man and Mother Nature live in
harmony.


Sathvika Krishnan

The title of the chosen Fable on Climate Action is: The Rainmaker
Through a deep, spiritual connection with nature, humanity should strive towards a future where man and Mother Nature live in harmony.�
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Programme Notes

The Gond Temple is a beautiful stone temple dedicated to Lord Shiva, the Hindu God of
Destruction, in the Satpura National Park, India. The Temple is frequented by a variety of India's
diverse wildlife.

This piece is a musical interpretation of a day in the Satpura forest; from the dawn chorus to the
cloudburst and finally, the rare sighting of a tiger kill. The first ragam used is Amrithavarsini.
This is a ragam primarily associated with rainfall. The second ragam is Revathi- the pathos
ragam. Revathi's aggressive colours emulate the rage of Lord Shiva in his destructive dance.

In addition to the musical exploration of the forest, there is also a spiritual significance to this
piece. Lord Shiva's cosmic powers are presented through a dialogue between the voices and the
percussion instruments. The rising tension through the predator chase is paralleled with Shiva's
cosmic Bharathanatyam dance. Percussive konnokol syllables in the vocal lines are used to
further the dance-like feel.

The vocal lyrics are taken from various Hindu texts and scriptures about Shiva, like the Shiva
Ashtrottram. These texts and chants were written over 1500 years ago and are used regularly in
prayer. Different names for Shiva are used in this piece according to the storyline. For example:
om mrigapanaye- he who holds the deer in his hands. This name is used when the tiger chases the
deer. The prayer at the end, quoted from Shiva Panchakshara Stotram, translates as: He is the
embodiment of sacrifice with matted locks. He who holds the trident and is eternal. He who is
divine and wears the universe as his garments. Salutations to that Shiva who is represented by the
syllable 'ya'.

This fusion piece uses idiomatic Carnatic techniques. Gamakams, melodic oscillations specific to
ragams, are stylistically involved in this piece according to the ragam. The janta gamakam-
accentuation on the second repeated note- is used in the vocal line and is often sung in aakaram
which is singing using the syllable 'ah'.

When performed, the instruments should be arranged so that the sound is panned in the stereo-
field. The sound localization enhances the conversational feel of the animals interacting with each

other and the antiphonal question-answer between the voices and percussion in the cosmic dance.

A Note to the Judges:

Due to COVID-19, I was unable to submit a live performed recording of my composition for this
competition. Therefore, I have submitted a Sibelius software produced mp3 along with the
notated score. Unfortunately, most of the software instruments, especially the conch shell and
rainmaker, do not sound authentic so the audio is not optimum. The conch shell audio at the end
of the piece is from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MODmcl NgHg

The voiceover at the end, the recitation of the excerpt from Shiva Panchakshara Stotram, is my
own voice. I recommend using headphones when listening to this piece to fully appreciate the use
of panning.

Thank you very much for your consideration. I hope you and your families are safe and well.

Sathvika Krishnan (Composer)



Wild India- A Spiritual Safari

Ragam: Amrithavarsini
‘The first birds, perched on the stone walls of the Gond Temple, sing at the break of dawn‘

Hindu Stotrams and Mantras- Shiva Ashtottram and

Shiva Panchakshara Stotram

Sathvika Krishnan
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Colla parte played in free-time like an Alaapana in the ragam Amrithavarsini

5

mp

M
{ L L L L L L L L L L L
v
P\\'
1
~
10N
iR
I
(i
K
e
i
Y &
G|
mmﬂww\
1N
N
= (RN [AEEN| L (RN [AEEN| L (RN [AEEN| L [AEEN| [AEEN|
[
Y|
i
N
E=3
™~y
Gl
I
H
(&
vl
~y
mﬂﬂ ~
aunul ausl sl sl aunal aunl autsl aunal aunl [Susul aunal A Satl T Susl S Sal S R N T OS]
an R MN MM N R R N R R a MN MM R R R
NP N e N NP NP N NP N NG e e N = M = MNp * * N
——~ e N —————— N ———— ——~
o = o = = = = w ° ° @ B = @ @2 = 2 4 g =
: : 2 g :  E g g 3 g g g ER- D 2 £ £ g z
g g 2 2 £ Z 2 2 g 2 & a g g o g 3 © 2 & 5 Z
- ] Q
4 S 2 = 2, g & g 3 & O = 3 8 g £ E g
£ 2 e 3 £ 5 5 8 & &
Z 3 g = & = 2 o
= 5 9 £ s
& g m
= =
@a =



Birds start to sing together

lusingando
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[Male birds showcase their voacal potential

M1 M M (1] &
Ay | s
<
g
T8 [T [T ) i
qu «
.
L ||
i e T g N
Edp)
| Y L
el e T
Lﬂl& H |||
e HNERIL
L L L LT LU s HH L L L
M «
g
3 J
£ ]
Q
DY «
N <
2 <
m o S g
S 2
5 W& ~
CR Vil
% 3
3 g 3
il L L i L S Wl x| L il
b a L ol . | !
N
\ > ™ Y Y Vs “ 4 —
[l = Y n N ; 3
M1 1 EE: L e
i | ) j il DTIE N 11 ] ) —y 3 —y
[ 1! n . >
i n B3 - >
, | o ﬁd Nl \| g Sn NG 3 B
ol v | Il . 4 iy
EN e \ | o« T ~4 — 3
18 N .| < |
r\= iR M -l b || N “y m B
o] .| 3
M 1 b Al N -4 In Y 7 g 3 Y
)| (Yl )| ¥ R 0 4 Y
1 T N \h G = 4
. N EXS g 3
NN e . [l A U S iy . | 3 L
5 | il L K V| A\ il B s \ L 3
L N L HER L han L LT 2
= { N < \ 4
— BB I 8o »
= )| i )| o/ ﬁi 5 < ﬂ < = "
g I S >
g
£ T v N Al N »
5 =f N L 1l Kl I AN V| E V| ¥ 2] 4
) EXS = >
gl |l N I ) 4
5 N g g ~ >
S b | b b L I | | g 3 4
m ol a M ) | a s . - >
2| | FF 2| ~ N 7 Uy y | g m g -~y Y 4
e I >
AR Nl I s
o Bt i il o >
< F= { oLl . el L . wlos 5 “ = 3
5| oL <ol 2/ 3 4
5 A HRS >
e M -9l A N I L S e o 4
3 [y H | q ' K A 3
35| el L || 2 3
2 F= 1 Hy N ] S 3
=l Q] " . X I\ i Y % . A - RN [ B . 4
B . 1l M e K | & oyl ® il (NN LS \ — = 3
gyl 17T 7 T 1T T T 1T 1 T >
b eR i 2| 4
I .
2 | il Lt = P 4
| al N | \ || F
ummmE il Ul = Y N ; i m
, | | i 1 iy o - LI “ vV & .|| —v 3 3
1 »
A N 1 i MM - »
" | e ¥ K, N » b AN S 4
Bl N T N b | | ol ¢ A~ L "
| Y A 3 .
F= M fall i Kl i N “ m
o 1l ) | 3
M A & Al N AN In Y pe N0 3
¥ - EE3 q 1 3
| 1 il b | & 3
'] m al o G 4
. Ny _H E=3 "
| L . | . WY . .
s A 1 , | || T L K V| A\ , | | — L. 3
R R i s N a R R R e MM R
NP N N N G N N NP N ML= N N = NP = = =
. ——~
- - - - ; ) ] ] - o - - 3 - ; - - - = o
&~ £ £ 2 v =1 ] v
g g g g 2 o] 3 3 g 5 A g g = £ N o =)
m ] m 7] = Go (%} %] & 16} ) 6}
i B 2 = :
] i
(]




32

M (1 s
- _ o i
_ hE
A nw\ [ 1 | el
Yn pLE m
\ o
1N N : i | P\ t
N
L | | ._
il ~d I .M |
I N ‘ : |
o - | a |
I m |
~e ik |,
b 1l ; |
. i m .m .h
I | ” hS gl 1ni
s I
A 3
1N
P\m_ k. ..M a Il .m
BN A . s I,
& =3 l ’ .
hiE \ I Iq i
s i A o :
b , I i \ | a
\ \ [l ="
)| L | : )
o\ i1 .
£33 3
NN f | Wi | Ms
JIAN g | N IR B 5 .
il i i
\ . )| | Al
I e I
\ I AL ¥ [.-
-\\_E A, h‘
| (¥ il
A InNg L, \\
I I ll M NN Hia
! ) \ L
e o l | \
» | I \ i I :
A i i iy
B! Il .
: li s
T T 1 I i
- g
ol i e
B33 i :
[ a )
E TS| &
g g
I g \l
=]
e i 3 |
“
m '
. a 1‘ |
il r i
™ 0 |
m | g ! ik
z il
g . we | il
N IR 1kl \% \ : !
i il e [1T79 m
| [ <
[ I \ I “a :
I @
| l e (179 1
I il 79 b
L A r
. il ! \ J |
i | b/ |
i . I 1
4 il | ) | Il
¥ L | |
. I \ I
=k 1| | il >\\\ i
i ¥ il «
. 3 Il Il |
1N, P _
L
31 e}
B=
vl 2
=
S m
R
I
v = .
£ E B0l & J
A = i s
T R . n
: :
.t <N . : m
Ay B Ne o ﬁlnmwv& m ; :
[ B NOe &K . : b C
I A NEo N ! C _ .
N NEe S . : s T F
A: N = =z = e g 3 a
N N : X : : ; :
\ - . . %
: g g g z ;
w < & A C
M M



[A huge raincloud bursts and the downpour begins]
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The animals celebrate the rain
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in a fanfare-like celebratory manner
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molto rall.
‘Thcrc is peace in the Gnnchmplc‘
I
as a tanpura/ drone
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Ragam: Revathi

‘Preda[orlike movements in the bushes‘
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[Shiva's cosmic powers of death and destruction are channeled through a deep meditative Bharathanatyam dance]
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action of the Vasuki, the Cobra

to be played like the coiling
around Shiva's neck
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‘Thc destructive powers of the Almighty Shiva converge with the tiger's chase ‘
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The prayer is a reminder of the futility of life. Shiva, the Lord of Destruction, returns to a

peaceful meditation in the Gond Temple
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Recite in free time: Yaksha swaroopaya jada dharaya,
Tasmai yakaraya namashivaya, namashivaya, namashivaya

Pinaka hasthathaya sanathanaya,
Divyaya devaaya digambaraya,
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play after prayer is finished




