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with the mission to develop the creative talent of young generations 
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About Carano 4 Children 
Founded in 2018, Carano 4 Children is a non-profit foundation registered in Belgium and created in 
memory of two married aeronautical engineers with artistic and scientific talent. The foundation, 
employing art and science education, is committed to empowering children and young people - 
including children in need such as orphans, abandoned children, refugees or children with 
disabilities. 

About Leonardo 4 Children 
Through the flagship Leonardo 4 Children initiative launched in 2019, the foundation stimulates the 
creativity and Art & Science skills of children and young people to engage on the global topics of 
climate, equality, and peace. The initiative is named after Leonardo da Vinci, historically and globally 
regarded as a genius in both arts and science. By using this hands-on approach to civic education, 
the initiative seeks to empower younger generations to approach the most pressing challenges of our 
time through creativity in the domains of art & science. Carano 4 Children views those domains in 
particular as a powerful tool for managing post-traumatic stress or disabilities and for granting the 
inclusion of children in need. 

 

4250 17,000+ 311,000€+ 

Participants in the Leonardo 4 
Children Awards from 2019 to 
2025. 

Participants in our events, 
charity concerts and 
workshops across Europe. 

Funds directed towards 
supporting children’s art & 
science education. 

 
In the summer of 2025, we completed the highly successful Erasmus+ co-funded Leonardo 4 
Children Academy. The Leonardo 4 Children Academy model is an innovative educational 
approach aimed at promoting artistic and scientific skills in children and young people to prepare 
them as responsible leaders addressing global issues like climate change and equality. This model 
encourages teachers to enhance students’ skills in STEM and STEAM education, fostering 
teamwork, proactivity, and sensitivity towards these critical topics. For more information, please visit 
the academy website and if you are interested in partnering with us in scaling up this initiative you 
can find more information below. 
 
The Leonardo 4 Children initiative - and the Carano 4 Children foundation more broadly - places 
the highest priority on child safeguarding, taking active measures to prevent child abuse in all 

 

https://www.leonardo4children.com/academy/


 

activities, and partnering only with organisations that demonstrate strong safeguarding standards. 
More information, including our child safeguarding policy, can be found here. 

Why partner with us? 
1.​ Impact on new generations: Contribute to the talent development of children, support 

children in need through art & science, and help children to become responsible leaders and 
the new Leonardos of the 21st century, following the slogan “Every child can be a genius!”. 

2.​ Social responsibility: Be part of a forward-looking approach to STEAM and civic 
education, which aims to build the young leaders of the 21st century on the key topics of 
respect for nature and respect for other people. 

3.​ Partnership and reputation: Appeal to young generations, their teachers and parents, and 
connect with partner organisations across Europe and beyond. Take part and be visible in 
the awards, events, publications, press, and social media. Work with a respected initiative 
endorsed by credible and reputable partners and institutions.  

4.​ Flexibility: Choose from diverse engagement options tailored to your mission and 
objectives. 

Partnership opportunities 
We tailor each partnership to our shared missions and strengths. We could partner in the following 
three areas, further described in the respective sections:  

1.​ awards & special awards;  
2.​ events, concerts, and workshops;  
3.​ new projects.  

 
 

 

https://carano4children.org/policies/#:~:text=All%20children%20and%20adolescents%20involved,can%20achieve%20their%20full%20potential


 

 

 

1. Awards & special awards 

Support our international awards for children, teenagers, young composers, and teachers, addressing 
the themes of climate, equality, and peace through creative art and science projects.  

Since the launch of the awards in 2019:  

4250 children and young 
people have participated 

20 EU countries have been 
represented  

11 non-EU countries have 
been represented 

 
The Leonardo 4 Children Awards take place annually and are divided into 4 categories: 

1.​ “Fables on Climate, Equality & Peace”,  in which children (ages 6-12) are asked to invent 
a fable addressing one of the three topics of climate, equality and peace and illustrate it with 
a comic strip or with a music/dance/theatre performance. 

2.​ “Art & Science on Climate, Equality & Peace”, in which teenagers (ages 13-18) are asked 
to create an original and inspiring work integrating art & science and addressing one of the 
three topics of climate, equality and peace, possibly in a team or as a class.  

3.​ “Leonardo 4 Music” invites young composers (ages 16–30) to create an original melody. 
Their piece can be inspired by one of three themes – climate, equality, or peace – by a fable 
of Leonardo da Vinci, by a work of a past Leonardo 4 Children award winner, or by a film or 
poem linked to the chosen theme. 

4.​ “Leonardo 4 Teachers”, in which teachers of primary or secondary schools are asked to 
create an original activity stimulating the Art & Science skills of children and teenagers on 
the topics of climate, equality and peace. 

 

 



 

How you can 
contribute Relevance to your type Your benefits  

Contribute to the 
Talent Development 
budget to Awards 
winners.   

Create and fund a 
Special Award 
associated to a special 
challenge 

Provide masterclasses, 
scholarships, 
residencies to winners 

Join as a jury 
member. 

Disseminate the 
Awards in your 
network.  

🏢Companies: CSR visibility, branded award 
themes, and expert mentoring; involvement of your 
own staff in activities for children. 

🎓Universities: Jury participation, talent 
development opportunities.  

🏛️👤Foundations & individuals: Named 
awards, talent development funding and 
opportunities.  

🎭🛡️Cultural & public institutions: Special 
award hosting, jury roles.  

🏫Schools: Encourage student participation and 
use the awards as an inspiring curriculum activity. 

🧒🌐Organisations targeting children in need 
& NGOs: Support outreach, equity in access, and 
inclusion of children in need in the Leonardo 4 
Children Awards. 

Recognition at the 
ceremony, in print 
& digital award 
materials; press 
articles and 
coverage. 

Supporting the 
development of 
inspiring young 
talent. 

Featured visibility 
and storytelling 
around impact.  

 

Examples 

 

As part of the Erasmus+ co-funded Leonardo 4 Children Academy 
2024–25, coordinated by Carano 4 Children, partner schools from 
Greece (32nd School of Piraeus), Czech Republic (AAP Prague), 
Lithuania (Aleksander Pushkin Gymnasium), Italy (Istituto 
Comprensivo P. Levi) and Belgium (Lycée Français Jean Monnet) 
— as well as the University Institute of European Studies Turin — 
have engaged hundreds of students in STEAM-based projects on 
climate, equality, and peace. 

 
Thanks to the partnership of the CRT Foundation’s Diderot Project, 
the Leonardo 4 Children initiative has launched a dedicated 2024–2025 
program, “Leonardo 4 Children 2025 – Diderot,” for schools across 
Piedmont and Valle d'Aosta, engaging children and young people aged 
6 to 18. This program offers classroom workshops and creative labs, 
participation in the L4C Awards 2025, a “Special Diderot Award,” and 
talent development opportunities.  

 



 

 

The Italian Institute of Culture Brussels hosted award ceremonies 
and workshops for competition winners, including interactive sessions 
with artists, musicians, and interdisciplinary experts.  

 

Partnerships with institutions such as the Royal Museums in Turin, 
and the Leonardo Museum in Vinci have showcased (or will 
showcase, in the case of the Leonardo Museum) the works of awards 
winners, bringing the initiative into prestigious cultural spaces. 

 
Corporate partners EY and AXA have supported talent development 
awards and events, offering mentorship and expert-led workshops for 
young winners on leadership, innovation, and sustainability. 

 The Intesa Sanpaolo Cultura has kindly provided inspiring music 
books (Vox Imago) for winners of the music category.  

 
Foundation Compagnia di SanPaolo has been a sponsor of the 
initiative from 2021 to 2025, supporting the talent development of 
award winners, the publication of the Leonardo 4 Children book, and 
the overall growth of the initiative, as well as sponsoring events in 
Turin and Brussels. 

 

Funds raised by C4C are used by the King Baudouin Foundation to 
support education for children in need in Belgium using the Leonardo 
4 Children model, including training BOOST educators on the 
Academy and Awards and inviting teenagers to participate in the 
annual international awards. 

 

 



 

 

 

2. Events, concerts & workshops 
Our events showcase the talent and creativity of participants, combining art and science — including 
concerts, educational workshops, and networking opportunities. 

How you can 
contribute Relevance to your type Your benefits  

Sponsor or host 
an event (e.g., 
concert, 
workshop, 
conference).  

Run an 
educational 
workshop 
(online or 
in-person).  

Provide in-kind 
support (e.g., 
travel, tech, 
equipment).  

🏢Companies: Sponsor concerts/workshops; staff as 
workshop hosts; Sponsor tickets, travel, or visibility moments.  

🎓🏫Schools & Universities: Host joint events or 
participate.   

🏛️👤Foundations & Individuals: Sponsor 
concerts/workshops; Sponsor tickets, travel, or visibility 
moments.  

🎭Cultural Institutions: Provide venue, co-host events.  

🛡️🌐Public Institutions & NGOs: Mobilize youth 
participants, co-lead activities. 

🧒Organisations targeting children in need: Enable 
participation of disadvantaged children in events; partner to 
deliver inclusive workshops or beneficiary fundraising events.  

Logo and 
name on all 
communicati
ons & event 
materials.  

VIP access 
and speaker 
opportunities.  

Engaged 
exposure to 
European 
cultural and 
policy 
audiences.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Examples 

 

The Leonardo 4 Children initiative has received patronage 
from a variety of reputable organizations and institutions, 
such as UNESCO, the European Commission, the 
European Commissioner for Education, Culture & 
Youth, the European Parliament, the EESC (EU 
Socio-Economic Committee), the Committee of the 
Regions, the Italian Embassy (BE), the French 
Embassy (BE), the Italian Institute of Culture, and the 
Tuscany, Lombardy, Piedmont, Apulia, Centre-Val de 
Loire regions.  
 

 
The Museum of Science and Technology in Milan has 
hosted numerous events, namely workshops and concerts.  
The IIC Brussels has been a recurring venue partner since 
2019, providing cultural visibility and audience reach in the 
capital. 

 
The University of Florence has provided valuable in-kind 
support by establishing a student internship pathway, 
contributing highly skilled students to strengthen and enrich 
our projects. 

 

Save the Children partnered on benefit concerts and 
fundraising events, such as the 2025 Turin Conservatory 
concert in favour of children in need. 

 

The funds and material raised by the Leonardo 4 Children 
initiative, especially events and concerts, are entirely used 
for the education of children in need, such as orphans or 
children without parents, refugees, children in hospital or 
children with physical or intellectual disabilities. The 
foundation’s mission is to educate children on art and 
science with workshops, material and educational initiatives, 
via implementing partners such as international 
organisations, hospitals or NGOs. In the past we have 
supported a range of beneficiaries, such as Boost for 
Talent King Baudoin Foundation, UNICEF Jordan, 
UNICEF Ivory Coast, UNICEF Ukrainian refugees, 
CharityMay Ukraine, Meyer Florence, AfCiC Kenya, and 
Oasis Kyrgyzstan. 

 

 



 

 

3. New projects & co-creation 
We co-develop educational and cultural projects using our STEAM-based method, from EU-funded 
initiatives (e.g., Erasmus+) to local pilots. On the next page you can find some ongoing and planned 
project proposals in yellow. We are always looking for partners for the codesign of new projects. 

 

How you can 
contribute Relevance to your type Your benefits  

Co-design & 
co-write new 
project 
proposals.  

Partner on 
project 
proposals we 
are developing 
or scaling up. 

Collaborate on 
content or 
dissemination.  

Support the 
scale-up of the 
initiative.  

🏢Companies: partnership in new or ongoing project 
proposals & co-design; hosting of student placements in 
Leonardo 4 University. 

🏫Schools: partnership in new or ongoing project proposals 
& co-design.  

🎓Universities: partnership in new project proposals & 
co-design.  

🏛️Foundations: partnership in new project proposals & 
co-design.  

🎭🛡️Cultural & public institutions: Local outreach & 
implementation; partnership in new or ongoing project 
proposals & co-design; endorsement of projects. 

🌐🧒Organisations targeting children in need and 
NGOs: Collaborate on projects aimed at empowering 
vulnerable children through STEAM education. 

Co-branded 
international 
impact.  

Early access 
to innovative 
projects.  

Long-term 
presence in 
EU-level 
projects.  

 



 

 

Partnership opportunities 

Whether you are an organisation, institution, or individual, there’s a place for you in our mission to 
empower the next generation through art and science education.  

Join us in creating opportunities for children and young people to thrive: Every child can be 
a Genius! 

To explore a partnership tailored to your vision and values, please: 

Email us at 
info@carano4children.org  

Visit our website at: 
www.carano4children.org 

www.leonardo4children.com  

Find out more about the Leonardo 
4 Children initiative in the 

initiative presentation found at 
this link. 

 

mailto:info@carano4children.org
https://www.carano4children.org
http://www.leonardo4children.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rzeYe0EDOzl70o_dGZVh91GyJ2VN6hhe/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113471054724690233983&rtpof=true&sd=true
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